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SHOW  SURVEYS  AHD  IRRIGAlION  WATER  FORECASTS 
GILA  AHD  SALT  RIVES  DRAIHAGES  III  ARIZONA 
Special  Supplemental  Report 
February  15,  1944 

PRECIPITATION;    Since  the  first  of  the  year  precipitation  over  the  watersheds  of  the 
Oila  and  its  principal  tributaries,  has  "been  about  50  percent  of  normal.  The 
precipitation  since  October  1,  1943,  has  "been  "below  normal,  also.    Streams  are  very 
low  except  the  Verde,  which  is  reported  to  be  normal.    The  flow  of  the  Gila  in 
January  reached  the  lowest  stage  of  record.    As  a  result  farmers  and  stockmen  are 
apprehensive  regarding  their  water  supply.    However,  the  general  storm  over  the  area 
on  February  15  and  l6 ,  has  relieved  the  situation  at  least  temporarily, 

SHOW  COVES t    There  is  a  marked  shortage  of  snow  on  the  watersheds  of  the  Gila  and 
Salt  rivers  in  the  high  mountain  areas.    The  February  15  snow  surveys  show  that  the 
water  content  of  the  snow  is  only  one  quarter  as  great  as  it  was  last  year  at  this 
time.     In  the  Springervi lie  area,,    mountain  slopes  are  bare  to  8,000  feet  elevation. 
On  Bradshaw  Hange  and  Mingus  Mountain,  Prescott  National  Forest,  there  is  no  snow 
below  elevation  6,500,    According  to  Supervisor  Earing  of  the  Apache  National  Forest, 
up  to  10  inches  of  new  snow  was  added  to  the  cover  in  the  high  mountains  of  eastern 
Arizona  by  the  recent  storm, 

RESERVOIR  STORAGE:    There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  amount  of  water  in  storage  in 
the  Salt  River  Valley  reservoirs  and  in  Ban  Carlos  Reservoir  since  February  1, 
Present  storage  in  the  Salt  River  Valley  reservoir  is  3/*+  of  what  it  was  last  year 
at  this  time  and  in  San  Carlos  reservoir  is  only  50  percent  of  last  year.  Lake 
Pleasant  is  practically  empty,  the  same  as  it  was  last  year* 

MATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK;    From  the  standpoint  of  snow  cover  the  water  supply  outlook 
for  the  coming  season  is  unfavorable  at  the  present  time.    It  is  not  anticipated 
however,  that  a  critical  situation  will  develop  in  Arizona  this  year  because  of  the 
large  amount  of  water  in  storage  in  reservoirs  and  underground. 

Summary  of  Snow  Surveys,  February  15  >  19^ 
(Arizona  and  Hew  Mexico  Courses) 
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Snow  Depth 

Inches 
February  15 
1942  1943 
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Issued  at  Fort  Collins,  Colorado,  February  18,  1944,  by  the  Division  of 
Irrigation,  Soil  Conservation  Service,  U,  3,  Dept.  of  Agriculture ,  in  cooperation 
with  the  U,  S,  Forest  Service,  U.  S.  Indian  Service,  U,  S.  Weather  Bureau,  the 
Salt  River  Valley  Water  Users'  Association,  San  Carlos  Irrigation  and  Drainage 
District  and  other  agencies  and  irrigation  interests. 
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